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ICAR-IASRI Celebrated International Women Day on March 8, 2021 

ICAR-IASRI celebrated International Women’s Day on March 8, 2021 to give a call to action for 

accelerating gender equity on the theme chosen by Indian Council of Agricultural Research as 

Women Leadership in Agriculture: Entrepreneurship, Equity and Empowerment.  

During the inaugural address, the chief guest of the function Dr. R.C. Agrawal, Deputy Director 

General (Agricultural Education) and National Director (NAHEP), expressed his gratitude 

towards the women working in every field and giving their best not only to make their families 

flourish but to make the country go ahead in times. He also complimented each woman on the 

occasion of International Women’s Day. He emphasized the role of women in various work 

areas and called them torch bearers and path breakers for others. He talked about the genetic 

pool, genetic diversity, which is getting lost. He said that women farmers have contributed a lot 

for saving the genetic and agro-biodiversity and their role should get wider recognition. He 

mentioned that despite the family problems, economic constraints women face, their 

commitment towards their work and responsibility is not recognized. We have to talk about 

equity for women. He also apprised about the gross enrolment ratio in universities and the 

percentage of women in agriculture education. Dr. Agrawal also mentioned about the SDG 

related to gender equality. 

Keeping in line with the theme of the International Women’s Day 2021, theme for this 

year's International Women's Day was "Choose To Challenge.' The event witnessed the 

active involvement of the staff and students of ICAR-IASRI who carved beautiful pictures of 

gender equity and empowerment through their paintings. There were paintings depicting women 

seeking equal opportunities and equality. A budding in-house poetess used her pen to create a 

portrait of women, her desire to be treated equal, given equal opportunities and her expectations 

from the world around. The function was held online and was joined  by 109 participants. 

The event was enlightened by the presence of four esteemed speakers Dr. Manasi Mishra, Ms. 

Neetu Singh, Ms. Vinnie Jauhari and Ms. Milan Sharma. With their illuminating talks and 

experiences, they all proved that women are building a future that's sustainable, peaceful, 

inclusive and equitable. 

Ms. Neetu Singh talked about how women have risen to the challenge of breaking gender 

stereotypes in the technology sector. It showcases women in tech and their craft as well as career, 

personal development, start-ups, business, strategy, and inspirational talks. Dr. Manasi Mishra 

talked about the women empowerment and beti bacho beti padhao mission. Ms. Vinnie Jauhari 

shared her experience on how the society is working towards building a gender- neutral 

environment and providing equal opportunities and encouragement to all genders. Ms. Milan 

Sharma’s talk showcased the phenomenal way in which women have taken agriculture to new 

heights. Incorporating modern science into traditional knowledge base, these women have 

chosen to challenge all impediments and have emerged victorious. 
 

The event was filled with informative entertainment pieces including one audio video 

presentation showing the Glimpses of Women Achievers of India in different fields, two short 

videos on women initiatives to deal with climate change and for asking equal opportunity for 
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women in all walks of life. The event also had audio video of song sung by in-house Scientist 

Mr. Sarthak Godra, a poem recited by an in house poetess Ms. Shivani. There was a painting 

competition organized and results were declared. 

In the beginning,  Dr Rajender Parsad, Director, ICAR-IASRI, New Delhi delivered the welcome 

address and greeted all on the occasion of International Women Day. In his introductory 

remarks, he expressed gratitude to the significant contributions of women in our lives. He also 

highlighted the percentage of women scientists and girl students in ICAR and Deemed 

Universities. He emphasized that persistent, perspiration and consistent efforts are the key factors 

for accelerating the pace of achieving the goals. 

The function ended with a formal vote of thanks. Dr. Seema Jaggi, Dr. Cini Varghese, Dr. Anshu 

Bharadwaj alongwith the team of young women scientists of the institute Dr. Bharati Pandey, 

Ms. Sneha Murmu, Ms. Sarika Sahu, Ms. Sanchita Naha and Ms. Madhu Dahiya coordinated the 

entire International Women’s Day 2021 function.  

 

Photographs 

 

 
 

  



3 
 

Dr. Rajender Parsad 

Director, ICAR-IASRI 

Chief Guest Dr. R.C.Agrawal 

DDG (Ag. Edu.) & ND (NAHEP) 

 

 
Glimpses of Women Achievers of India 

Guest Speakers 

 

 
Ms.Neetu Singh, Director, Women in STEM 

programme, EY 

Ms. Vinnie Jauhari, Director Education, Industry 
Expert, Microsoft 

 
 

Dr. Manasi Mishra, Head, Knowledge and Research Management, Centre for Social Research 
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Ms. Milan Sharma,  Agri Entrepreneur. Women Farmers 
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Paintings and Poem 

 

 Ms. Pratiksha Subba  

M.Sc (Computer Applications) 

 

 
Mr. Ashutosh Dalal 

M.Sc (Ag. Stat) 

 

 
Ms. Shyantani Karmakar  

Ph.D (Ag.Stat) 

 
Dr. Sarika, Senior Scientist, CaBin 
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Ms. Chtena Gupta, RA, ICAR-IASRI 

 

 
Ms. Parinita, Ph.D (Bioinformatics) 

 
Dr. Chandan Kumar Deb, Scientist, Division of 

Computer Application, ICAR-IASRI 

 

 
Dr.  Bharati Pandey, Scientist, CaBin 

 

  

  
Hollow 
 

by Shivani, IT professional, NAHEP Comp-II 

 

Behind these shallow walls 

Where lives are broken like a black slate 

They ask me to hide myself 

In the veils of culture, 

They say I am only an honour of them, 

Only a responsibility after a certain age 

And not a daughter or beloved, 
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I know whole life 

I will only be a girl 

PRIVILEGED as an acting SON 

of her proud father 

but I want to rise above, 

I want to rise beyond this false culture, 

Culture of sham and suffocation , 

so , I rise and rises like a pack of dust, 

that bring hurricanes, 

I am not frozen in time, 

I am not wrapped in the mysterious culture, 

where they teach us not to laugh loud 

and where having an opinion is never allowed. 

where behind every 

"Be a man " and "act like a lady" 

"mold into the stereotype" is hidden. 

over the years we fought a battle for equality. 

but yet having a different physical anatomy 

and provided with different set of 

PRIVILAGES 

Both the genders are EQUAL in terms of 

stereotypical moulds they need to follow 

and somewhere deep down this is the thing that 

makes us hollow. 

it's high time this need to be realized 

A guy seeking help and a girl having opinion 

should be normalized. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 


